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SENATOR STUART (R-28th) AND DELEGATE POLLARD (D-99th) JOIN WITH CONGRESSMAN WITTMAN TO URGE GOVERNOR TO REQUEST STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR DWINDLING BLUE CRAB POPULATION OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY.

Governor Timothy M. Kaine received a letter from members of the General Assembly on its veto session urging him to declare a state of emergency with regard to the dramatically reduced blue crab harvest in the Chesapeake Bay.  Fearing that the reduction in harvest will drastically impair watermen’s abilities to provide for their families, Senator Richard H. Stuart garnered signatures from every member of the Virginia Senate, as well as Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling’s.  Delegate Albert Pollard got some of the House members to sign the letter which was jointly authored by Senator Stuart and Delegate Pollard urging Governor Kaine to declare a state of emergency and to provide financial assistance to our area’s watermen.
Senator Stuart commented, “This is an important measure on behalf of the watermen in my district as well as the entire bay region.  The reduction in harvest is going to devastate many of the folks who depend on the catch for their livelihood.  These measures have been utilized in other states with similar circumstances and we sincerely hope that the Governor will accede to our request.”

Delegate Pollard further commented “                            “

This action comes on the heels of Congressman Wittman requesting the same of the Governor to lay the ground work to get federal assistance to the watermen as well.

Once all of the signatures were obtained, the letter was hand delivered to the Governor’s office during the veto session in Richmond.  Stuart and Pollard agreed that the Governor has been very responsive to this critical issue regarding the dwindling crab population and hope that he will enact these measures on behalf of our district.
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