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senator stuart APPOINTED to VIRGINA broadband roundtable
MONTROSS, VA – Virginia State Senator Richard Stuart (R-28th) has been appointed to serve as a member of the Governor’s Broadband Roundtable.  He will serve as a member of the Adoption Committee focusing on strategies for the adoption of broadband in areas currently underserved or with no broadband service available.  Senator Stuart was named to replace former Delegate and Congressman Rob Wittman who had served as a part of the Roundtable prior to being elected to Congress.

The Broadband Roundtable was formed by Governor Tim Kaine in 2007 for advancing the goal of ensuring broadband access in Virginia.  “I am delighted that Senator Stuart has been appointed to fill my seat on the Roundtable.  Richard possesses the quality and fortitude to ensure that this initiative goes forward as is evidenced by his sponsorship of Senate Bill 206, which will allow the use of state communication towers for the deployment of broadband in our underserved areas.  Richard has already shown his interest and dedication to this effort, so he was a natural fit for the Roundtable,” said Congressman Wittman when he learned of Stuart’s appointment.

“Having broadband service available to all regions of the Commonwealth is instrumental to our economic vitality and growth,” said Senator Stuart.  “I am pleased to work as a part of the Broadband Roundtable to ensure that we have a strategic, efficient and effective plan to increase access to broadband services.”
As a member of the Adoption Committee, Senator Stuart will work with former FCC Chairman Michael Powell and Tekedra Jefferson of AOL, and the other members of the committee, to move the broadband initiative forward.  Governor Kaine announced the formation of the Broadband Roundtable in June 2007 to develop a last-mile telecommunications blueprint for advancing his goal of ensuring broadband access for every Virginia business.

During this past Session of the General Assembly, Senator Stuart was successful in getting approval of Senate Bill 206 that allows state-owned communication towers and, most importantly, state police communication towers to be used for the deployment of wireless broadband in underserved areas of our district and the Commonwealth. This legislation was a priority of the Broadband Roundtable.
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